For every R!ght
there is an Ob!!gation

you kept telling a child about his rights and never about
his duties, you'd soon have a spoiled brat on your hands.
We're doing the same thing in this country but on a vastly
more dangerous scale.
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The "right" of unions to strike for more pay but no obligation to earn it.
The "rights" of new nations to independence but no obligation to prove they deserve it, no obligation to use freedom
for the good of mankind.
The "right" of young people to education but no obligation
to pay their own way to get it.
The "rights" of criminals and communists to flout the laws
of our land, without any obligation to contribute to its worth
and its freedom.
Spoiled children grow into adult criminals, who have to be
punished by the decent society they defy. Why wait?
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A Time to Stand

comes a time in everyone's life when
your conscience can tolerate no more compromise; when for your self-respect, but chiefly
that of your children, you have to risk their safety
and yours, their future (you'd gladly waive yours)
to do what you know in your heart is right, and
no longer hesitate because of any consequence.
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Every father and mother has had that agonizing
choice. And every nation, that survived.
Read history. The ones who chose safety got slavery.
The ones who chose self-respect got (often after
pain) peace with honor.
We believe this country must make such a choice now.

The screams for compromise, for pooling our future
for "safety", peace-at-any-price, are not, we solemnly
believe, the voice of America. The real Americans
-who built this country, whose taxes pay its bills,
who do the fighting for it (the screamers would
not) are anxious, but not afraid.
This is a time to stand, and we believe these true
Americans are saying this is the time. No heroics
- but no cringing, either. What is right, for
America.
And then when America is safe again, trust
American charity w do what it can for the rest
of the world.
-
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It costs a lot to be an American
but it's worth it

T AST month
L Vietnam;

a Marine, due to retire, was killed in
he had had his enlistment extended because he knew the streets of Saigon could next be the
streets of his home town.
A few days ago a Negro was shot, going to the defense
of an elderly white couple being attacked by a gang
of hoodlums.
Recent newspapers reported the death in action in Asia
of the third and last son of a New England couple. His
two brothers had been killed - one in the Second
World War, one in Korea. All three had volunteered.
There are thousands more.
And there are others who may not pay in quite these
ways for the right to be an American but whose payment is hard, too, because it seems eternal- millions

of wives in this amazing land whose courage and
cheer are all that keep their not·so-successful husbands
going, day after drab day. And husbands and fathers
who "didn't have a happy childhood" either, but who
obey the law and pay their own bills by doing without
things, and who teach their children to do the same.
Dramatic challenge doesn't come to many of us. War
and mobs are a long way from most lives, and yet and yet - when the challenge does come, in Vietnam
or city streets, in a crowded kitchen or a discouraging
job, the American - the basically decent, honest, hard
working, patriotic, kindly American - comes through
like the unsung hero he is. He pays the price it takes to
be an American and keep this country alive. Not the selfstyled leaders, not the "reformers," not the popularityseekers. The true American.
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I didn't have a very happy childhood, either
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UT nobody worried very much about it. I was too

busy, I guess - cutting lawns, shoveling snow,
running errands, delivering packages for 10 cents, selling newspapers, doing housecleaning for my mother,
and going to school. I passed my grades, too; if I
hadn't, I'd have had the hide strapped off me.
No one concerned himself about my amusements, either.
What fun we had, we made. But if we did any damage
like breaking a window in a ball game, we paid for
it by working it out.
We never heard these modern phrases like "standard of
living", "subsistence level", "minimum requirements".
Our standard of living was whatever my father (and
after I was about 12, my father and I) earned. I don't
suppose people "understood" me and if I had said so,
my mother would have asked, "Why should they?"
And certainly no one ever gave a thought to my "problems". They were mine, weren't they? Mine to solve.
Why should I expect anyone else to bother?

If my father was laid off, we stopped spending on anything but food, and a lot less of that. My dad spent
every waking hour looking for work- any work. We
lived on savings and when they were gone, we moved
in with relatives. If there had been no relatives, when
every penny and every salable asset was gone, we would
have gone to the only place left - the County Poor
House - but that would have been an admission that
we couldn't take care of ourselves.
You'll notice in this true story of a typical American
family of a few years back, I'm not talking about privileges nor happiness. I guess we didn't have much. But
we had something that was infinitely more important,
infinitely more rewarding - we had self-respect, because whatever we had, however little it was, we earned.
It seems to me that is why America is the strong nation
it is today - and it will stay strong only as long as
there are enough Americans more interested in earning
than getting.
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The will-o-the-wisp
of "world opinion"

have squandered thousands of American lives, billions of American dollars
foolishly, vainly, needlessly trying to please and
placate "world opinion" .
What earthly difference does it make, whether
or not our enemies hate us? We could be angels
- and they'd still do their best tO destroy us.
How could it ever be worth the life of a single
decent young American to woo a gang of bandits
half-way round the world, whose only interest is
filching every dollar they can get out of us. (Experience shows that if the flow of dollars ever
slows down, our "friends" are perfectly willing
to dance their same jig for rubles or yen.)
Why should we let distant "emerging nations"
(a few months away from savagery) influence
our politics and way of life at home.
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Why should we add tax burdens to hard-working Americans, already the most-taxed people on
earth, to feed distant millions who won't try very
hard to solve their own problems and to whom
America's foreign aid has easily and greedily become their way of life. And ever and even more
American taxes to buy strutting dictators yachts
and palaces, and risk American lives and more
billions to protect people who won't fight our
common enemy nor pay to protect themselves.
If there were the slightest sign that all this w aste
was doing the slightest true good, a little of it
might (mi ght) be justified. But when every day
brings news of more riots, thievery, sit-ins and
threats, isn't it high time to go back to honest
self-respect as our guiding policy, and forget our
fear of " world opinion".
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