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LIBERATED!
have you been interested in this
philosophy?" I asked the graduate student
H
in education, who obviously wanted to learn
ow LONG

more about the subject of freedom.
Her response struck me as sensational in the
clarity of what it revealed: "I have now been
liberated for six months." This conjures up a
picture of a person imprisoned by a host of
myths, superstitions, fallacies . Then, in a flash,
by some unforeseen encounter, she was freed
of them all and launched on a new road to enlightenment. Liberation, as she used the term,
suggested a sudden illumination, a breakthrough to a higher level of consciousness :
"Whereas I was blind, now I see."
It is interesting to reflect on the preliberation notions. In many cases we find lying at
their root the primitive doctrine that man derives his rights to life and liberty from some
man-concocted collective-the tribe or the
state. This doctrine was frankly expressed in
the old divine-right-of-kings thesis, an egotism
few present-day statists have the nerve to
admit.
·
The logical sequence to such a premise is the
conviction that the state is responsible for a
people's welfare, security, prosperity. And if
the state can grant a man's rights, it can also
retract them; that is, it is in control of rights.
Freedom of choice as to how one employs himself or what he does with the fruits of his own
labor is expanded or contracted according to
the caprice of those who have gained command of the political apparatus. Wage and
A price controls, government education, public
W housing, federal urban renewal, government
power and light, socialized medicine, government mail delivery, social security, federal
subsidies to any and all groups who think themselves in distress, protection against competi-

tion, progressive taxation, and a host of other
socializations or nationalizations are simply extensions of the premise that man's rights derive
from the state.
uT OF THIS coNFUSION emerges an intensely
personal experience-the moment of liberation,
the break-through! An idea or fact or observation, germinating in the mind for an indeterminate period, suddenly comes to life, opens
a crack, and the light floods in. It's something
like a seed embedded in a crevice of solid granite, the forces of its growth slumbering but,
when released, stronger than its rock-bound
prison. Its destiny undeniable, the seed splits
the stone and is freed to friendly and life-giving
elements.1
Once this opening has taken place, old ideas
take on a different perspective and new ideas
come into one's comprehension. Relegated to
the junk heap of myths is the absurd premise
that man derives his rights from a political apparatus. To the question, "How could man,
who knows next to nothing about himself,
create himself or preside over creation?" comes
a resounding "Impossible!" Rid of this bedeviling notion, a new premise insinuates itself into
consciousness: Men are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among
them the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Or, as Bastiat later put it:
We hold from God the gift which includes
all others. This gift is life-physical, intellectual, and moral life.
But life cannot maintain itself alone. The
Creator of life has entrusted us with the responsibility of preserving, developing, and
perfecting it. In order that we may accomplish this, He has provided us with a collecO

1 For instance, Betula Nigra, sometimes known as "The
Rock Splitting Birch."

tion of marvelous faculties. And He has put
us in the midst of a variety of natural resources. By the application of our faculties to
these natural resources we convert them into
products, and use them. This process is. necessary in order that life may run its appomted
course.
Life, faculties, production-in other words,
individuality, liberty, property-this is ~an.
And in spite of the cunning of artful pohtrcal
leaders these three gifts from God precede
all hu~an legislation, and are superio~ to it.
Life, liberty, and property do not exist because men have made laws. On the contrary,
it was the fact that life, liberty, and property
existed beforehand that caused men to make
laws in the first place. 2

0

NE LOGICAL DEDUCTION from the premise
that man's rights are endowments of the Creator
is that each individual is an end in himself, that
is, each person owes allegiance, above all else,
to his Creator. No other person or set of persons, however organized, has any moral sanction to interfere with this Creator-man relationship; no person is warranted in compelling
any human being to serve merely as a means
to his own ends. When anyone violates this relationship, he is saying, in effect, "I am your
god."
It follows from the above premise that manmade laws can be no more than codified social
taboos or a set of prohibitions, for the purpose of preserving inviolate the Creator-man
order. All true law finds its origin and its limitation in such rights of protection as inhere in
each of us. How can we tell what these rights
are? Merely ascertain if universality can be applied to them. Do I, for example, have a right
to defend my life, livelihood, liberty against
those who would take these from me? Only if
the same right may rationally be conceded to
everyone else. Can it be? Obviously, yes! Now,
then, do I have a right to take the life, livelihood, liberty of another? Only if the right of
murder, theft, slavery may rationally be conceded to everyone else. Can it be? Obviously,
no!
It follows logically from this premise that
government may properly do no more than
perform the defensive function. All productive
2 Frederic Bastiat, The Law, translated by Dean Russell
(Irvington-on-Hudson, N. Y.: The Foundation for Economic Education, Inc., 1950), pp. 5-6.

and creative actions are then freed of any manrestraint, flowing solely from the Creator-man
order.
When an individual is liberated, he becomes
aware of the miracles which come to pass once
creative human energy has no organized, manconcocted force standing against it. An unwavering faith in free men expels any li~gering,
misplaced confidence in little men ?la~m? god. A
The omnipotent state - authontanamsm - W
will not be liquidated except by liberated individuals. It is only they who go in search of freedom's answers. Until the time of liberation,
they are no more teachable than a parakeet;
they can repeat what they read o~ h~~r but
they cannot know. If only liberated md1V1duals
can be of any help in reversing the trend away
from freedom, it is important to take note of
what brings about liberation.
xPERIENCE REVEALS no master key. Each
mind has a unique lock. The keys presently in
our possession may or may not fit. Said the st~
dent "I have now been liberated for SIX
months." I made inquiry of her mentor, "What
did you say to cause the break-through?" I?
this instance it had to do with self-responslbility, pointing out that the state can no more
assume responsibility for one's welfare, security, prosperity than can a committee of baboons.
Indeed, the responsibility for self is no more
transferable than is breathing. Yet, people can
be lulled into this false notion and, as a consequence, forego attention to self-responsibility,
becoming purposeless and useless. But unfortunately, this key will not fit the lock to most unopened minds.
One brilliant libertarian thinker confessed
that he had been a socialist in high school,
that a friend tirelessly labored with him until,
finally, he saw the light. "What key did he use
to unlock your mind?" I asked.
"George came to my home for dinner. I was
showing him our new refrigerator. He asked
me how I would allocate refrigerators, were it
not for the price system. It was this recognition of the free market's allocation of scarce
resources that triggered the change in me."
W
An outstanding worker for liberty acknowledged that he had finished college as a socialist.
What proved to be the key to his mind? It was

e

E

a

e

"Why the Worst Get on Top," a chapter in
Hayek's The Road to Serfdom. 3
A Wichita business leader was liberated by
an idea in Weaver's Mainspring. 4 How varied
the keys!
Those who have been liberated can and do
help one another-the educable aiding the
educable! That we need more liberated individuals is self-evident; for among the non-liberated are, unquestionably, some of the greatest
potential writers, thinkers, talkers of the freedom philosophy. But what can any of us do
about it? How can we liberate them?
A T THE OUTSET, it might be well to consider
some of our limitations. The individual not yet
liberated is no more educable as to the free
market, private property, limited government
philosophy than you or I are educable on subjects in which we have no interest. Thus, it is
patently absurd to scold or rant at them, to be
impatient, to regard them as not bright, to try
poking our ideas down their necks. Such tactics
will only send them scurrying.
The best counsel is to take it easy. First, we
must recognize that most of the individuals
among our personal contacts-be they ditch
diggers or Ph.D.'s-have no aptitudes whatever
for this subject. Might as well practice our
wiles at the zoo!
Work naturally; make freely available such
insights as you possess, but do not entertain
any notions about setting someone else straight.
Go only where called, but qualify to be called.
The few within your orbit who are susceptible
to the freedom philosophy will find you out.
We need never worry about that, only about
our own qualifications. In this manner we will
liberate as many minds as will open to our own
keys.
One example of exploration: Many of my
hours are spent in air travel. Is my seat companion a socialist or what? Striking up a conversation is easy enough. And just as easy is to
converse in such a manner that he or she cannot
help asking, within a few minutes, "What, pray
tell, do you do?" His or her reaction to my brief
3 F . A. Hayek, The Road to Serfdom ( Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1944 }.
4 Henry Grady Weaver, The Mainspring of Human
Progress (Irvington-on-Hudson, N. Y.: The Foundation for
Economic Education, Inc., 1953 ) .

answer will instantly reveal to me whether or
not he or she has any interest in freedom. If
negative, I return to my reading or writing; if
affirmative, I'll have a new worker in the vineyard when the plane touches down at Idlewild
or wherever.
This unobtrusive type of exploration lends
itself to any number of adaptations. It is productive as well as good exercise. Further, it is
fun. Have a try at it. You may liberate someone. If you do, count on it, you'll have made
one of the best friends, ever. And you will have
struck another blow for freedom!

Sound Films for
Discussion Groups
T HE AMERICAN MANAGEMENT AssociATIONwith studios as professional as any in Hollywood- has just begun a series of sound films
of lectures used at FEE Seminars. At this writing, I have done two. The first, Essence of
Americanism, is in three parts (available only
in the set):

The Gift of Freedom
- 26 minutes
The Loss of Freedom
-23 minutes
The Rescue of Freedom - 25 minutes
The second is:
Cliches of Socialism - 23 minutes
Other recordings will be announced as completed.
While these are produced for AMA use at
their own Seminars, they are available for
rental-not for sale-to friends of FEE from
AMA.
The films in this series are standard black
and white kinescopes made from video tape,
and may be shown on any standard 16 mm
sound projector equipment with 1,000 watt
bulb capacity.
These sound films may be useful for home or
business discussion groups. If interested in
rental rates and booking dates, write directly
to Daniel C. Cady, American Management
Association, 1515 Broadway, New York 36,
N.Y.
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and

up-dated 143-page Macfadden Book paperback edition of
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E~ONOMI~~
IN ONE LE~~ON
"If people wish to disperse the illusions which
push pressure groups and
politicians all over the world to economic cannibalism and universal impoverishment, they will form little societies to further the sale and influence
of Mr. Hazlitt's incisive economic lesson!"
-NEW YORK TIMES

By HENRY HAZLITT
Single copy
10 copies
50 copies

.50
4.50
20.00

$

• Use reply envelope.

Interested in Thoreau?
FEw PERSONS will ever read the complete Writings of Henry David Thoreau, 20 volumes. Yet, it is worth-while
for libertarian thinkers to be acquainted with the thoughts of this remarkable individualist. Richard Groff
has captured the spirit of Thoreau and
put it in a 41-page book in four chapters:
THOREAU AND THE
PROPHETIC TRADffiON
WISDOM AT WALDEN
THOREAu's MEssAGE FOR MAN
PROPHECY AND PROGRESS
Paper cover, $.75

•

Use reply envelope.

Have Faith in Good Ideas
The enclosure bearing the above title is designed for distribution to FEE lecture and
seminar audiences. Nothing can be a greater
waste of time and effort than to deliver a
successful speech, interesting the audience
in libertarian ideas, and then having no follow-up to suggest. It's as mean as whetting
the appetite of another with no food to offer.
Would you like a supply to be used with
your audiences or for passing on to friends
or business associates or for an occasional
mailing? Because FEE publications are
priced so low-some of them free-we would
like to recapture our production and mailing costs on these: 2¥2¢ each-any quantity.
• Use reply

e~Welope.

