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96-411
Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the
Politics of Failure. Dan Baum (Missoula MT). Boston:
Little Brown and Co, June 1996/396p/$24.95.
A former Wall Street Journal reporter describes
America's War on Drugs from its beginnings in 1967, how
the Nixon Administration pursued its law-and-order platform, the rise and fall of methadone (the only proven
breaker of heroin addiction was sacrificed on the alter of
politics), how random urine testing for drugs evolved as a
tool of public policy, how the pursuit of drug users in the
workplace created a new industry, the war over medical
marijuana use, how the War on Drugs has made drug
problems worse, how the War has disempowered and even
brutalized the young (with special emphasis on the tactics
of Straight, Inc), the "crack baby" myth, how William
Bennett recast the drug problem as a moral rather than a
health issue, and how the antidrug orthodoxy targeted
harmless and unaffected drug users. "Hundreds of billions
of dollars into the Drug War, nobody claims victory. Yet we
continue, devoted to a policy as expensive, ineffective,
delusional, and destructive as government gets . . . we've
t r apped ourselves in a classic self-fulfilling prophecy .. . for
the moment, all paths away from excess are boobytrapped.
We're stuck." [ALSO SEE: Drug Warriors and Their
Prey: From Police Power to Police State by Richard
Lawrence Miller (Praeger, Feb 1996/255p/$24.95), on the
imaginary "drug crisis" and drug law enforcement run
amok, with analogies to Nazi scapegoating of Jews in the
1930s.]
(US Drug War questioned)
96-412
Sentencing Matters. Michael Tonry (Prof of Law, U of
Minnesota). NY: Oxford U Press, Jan 1996/222p/$29.95.
Sentencing of criminals matters in the 1990s more than
ever before. It has become a recurrent subject of ideological
conflict, partisan politics, and legislative action. "Every
state since 1980 has enacted laws setting minimum prison
sentences based on the idea that harsher penalties will
reduce crime rates and that judges cannot otherwise be
trusted to impose them." There has also been a basic shift
in sentencing processes and institutions: nearly every state
has in some way repudiated indeterminate sentencing and
recast sentencing policies to set standards for judges and
parole boards, thus narrowing or eliminating their discretion. Despite this process of "reform" over the past two
decades, there is no agreement about what is wrong and
what should be done: liberals still worry about disparities,
race and class bias, unfair processes, and overly harsh
punishments; conservatives still believe that many punishments are too lenient, procedures are too complicated and
time-consuming, and that crime rates will fall if more
people are locked up for longer times. Chapters discuss the
past and future of sentencing commissions, Federal guidelines, intermediate sanctions between prison and parole,
mandatory penalties (widely seen as a bad idea), and sentencing reform in other English-speaking countries. Tonry
proposes to make sentencing fairer, more cost-effective,
and no less protective of public safety: 1) repeal all
mandatory minimum penalties, including "three strikes
and you're out" laws; 2) establish credible, well-managed
noncustodial penalties as intermediate sanctions (probation, house arrest, and community service cost substantially less and have no worse recidivism rates than comparable offenders sent to prison); 3) delegate authority for
sentencing rules to commissions; 4) permit judges to
choose from a range of custodial and non-custodial penalties. [NOTE: Authoritative and reasonable, at a time when
ill-informed passions fueled by pandering politicians are
widespread.]
(sentencing reform needed)
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96-413
Vcriminal Justice? The Legal System vs. Individual
Responsibility (Second Edition). Edited by Robert James
Bidinotto (Staff Writer, Reader's Digest). Irvingtonon-Hudson NY: Foundation for Economic Education, Oct
1995/304p/$24.95.
Crime continues to increase, and "across the nation,
our system of dealing with crime has utterly broken
down." Ordinary citizens believe that individuals are responsible for what they do, and should be held accountable
for harm they do to others. The academic and legal establishments start with contrary premises, holding that the
individual criminal bears little, if any, personal responsibility. "On this issue," Bidinotto states, "the general
public is right, and the 'experts' dead wrong." These reprinted essays discuss how criminals freely choose their
way of life, views of the criminal mind, basic myths about
criminals, plea bargaining as an unnecessary evil, hypocrisies of the insanity defense, moral retribution as the core
strategy of criminal justice, the case for more incarceration (US Dept of Justice, 1992), the need for truth in sentencing to retain more prisoners, community supervision
that works, restoring responsibility, and a condensation of
a June 1993 report from the Heritage Foundation on how
states can fight violent crime (give judges authority for
pretrial detention of dangerous defendants, restrict parole
and increase time served, build more prisons, impose an
effective death penalty, require prisoners to work, toughen
juvenile sanctions, promote fair and speedy trials, assure
victim rights). Most notable is a 1992 essay by Charles H .
Logan (U of Connecticut) and John J. Diiulio Jr (Princeton
U) on US crime and punishment myths (e.g. that crime is
caused by poverty and chronic unemployment; that the US
is on an imprisonment binge, that prisons hold many petty
offenders who shouldn't be there, that prisons are unsafe
and inhumane, that racial discrimination is widespread,
that prisons are too costly, and that we don't use enough
alternatives to prison). (conservative views on crime)
96-414
The New Social Contract: America's Journey from
Welfare State to Police State. Joseph Dillon Davey
(Prof of Criminal Justice, Western New England College).
Westport CT: Praeger, Aug 1995/182p/$59.95;$17.95pb.
"Frequent punishments," Rousseau observed in 1762,
"are a sign of weakness or slackness in the government."
Throughout history, the disruptive poor have been persuaded by elites to abandon civil turmoil through an
increase in social provision, and jobs with livable wages.
Today, however, the message to the poor is to behave
because the US now has more jail and prison cells per
capita than any nation on earth. This massive punitive
infrastructure is the new social contract. It was accomplished by intensifying fear of crime among citizens,
streamlining penal codes to enhance police authority, and
reducing the level of constitutional protection for those
who are charged with breaking the law. Although more
than 300,000 inmates are doing time for drug offenses,
there are still about 12 million regular drug users and
perhaps up to 50 million occasional drug users. When in
the future people take to the streets to protest
homelessness, hunger, or exporting of jobs, "the war on
drugs will be ended and hundreds of thousands of cells
will be made available for participants in the civil
turmoil." [ALSO SEE: Monuments to a Crime-Fearing
Age (New York Times Magazine, 28 May 1995, 36-39),
profiling the scores of Federal courthouses now being built
and renovated across the US as "giant judicial machines,
designed to serve and protect a dramatically expanding
judiciary."]
(prisons as key to new social contract)
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II. HEALTH
*96-415
Reversing Human Aging. Michael Fosse! (Prof of
Clinical Medicine, Michigan State U). NY: William
Morrow, April1996/307p/$25.00.
"We will be able to prevent, even reverse, aging within
two decades. At the same time, and as part of the same
process, we will also cure most of the diseases that now
frighten and destroy us. Cancer . .. will be among the first
to go." The work to reverse human aging is unfinished, but
no longer hypothetical. Similar to the process of building a
house, the framing is in place, the roof is on, and the walls
are rising. The house is not yet ready to live in, but it soon
will be. The two milestones in building this house are
Leonard Hayflick's proof in 1960 that cells age, and therecent discovery in 1990 that they don't have to. Cells have
chromosomal "clocks" that determine their life spans; a cell
dies when its clock runs down. If we can reset the clock of
a normal cell, it lives anew; if we stop the clock of a cancer
cell, it dies. Telomeres, the clocks of aging, are the end
segments of DNA on chromosomes. Each cell has 46 chromosomes and 92 telomeres. The mature human body has
100 trillion cells and 10 quadrillion telomeres. The telomere as the key to aging first became clear in 1990. All we
need to do is increase the length of the telomere, which
would reset gene expression, allow the cell to cycle normally, and leave a younger cell. Approaches to "rewinding"
telomeres include adding telomerase, constructing genes
that manufacture it, and a drug to induce telomerase. The
search for telomerase inducers is quite likely to be successful in the next year or so. The first diseases treated
with telomere alteration will probably be progeria (a disease of short telomeres), vessel disease, and cancer. At the
present rate of development, "we will have a clinically
available cure for most cancers by 2005 or soon thereafter."
Telomere therapy will extend human life span "by several hundred years." It is likely to act quickly (probably
between weeks and years), and it "will be too expensive to
be fair and too inexpensive to be believable" (a single
treatment may be between $50 and $1000). By 2005, the
first human trials may have begun. Before 2015, telomere
therapy will be available to all of us. "The most remarkable
change in all of human history will have begun." But telomere therapy cannot counteract malnutrition, infections,
trauma, genetic diseases, psychiatric illnesses, or any of a
thousand other individual diseases. Some societal impacts:
world population growth (especially in rich countries),
rethinking retirement and pensions, multiple careers, reworking actuarial tables and insurance premiums, changing "life" prison terms, fewer distinctions between sex roles
if menopause is unchanged, difficulty in telling who is old
and who is young, greater wisdom from longer lives, and
greater impetus for environmental sustainability. [NOTE:
A very important forecast that adds a major new dimension to the perennial speculation about life span extension.
Heretofore a "wild card" readily ignored by many (notably
demographers), the prospect seems much more likely, if
this restrained and apparently authoritative account is to
be believed. As for impacts, it is still useful to revisit the
flurry of thinking in 1979-1980 about life extension (FS
Annual 1979 #1352/1354; FS Annual 1980-81 #2698/
2700), notably Get Ready for the L-Bomb: A Preliminary Assessment of Longevity Technology (TF&SC,
Feb 1979; FSA #1353), which anticipated life extension by
a mere 10-40 years; and Life-Extending Technologies
edited by Theodore J. Gordon, Herbert S. Gerjuoy, and
Mark Anderson (Pergamon, 1980; FSA #2698).]
(human aging reversal by 2015?)
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96-416
Infecting Ourselves: How Environmental and Social
Disruptions Trigger Disease. Anne E . Platt (Research
Associate, Worldwatch Institute). Worldwatch Paper 129.
Washington: Worldwatch Institute, April1996n9p/$5.00.
In 1967, the US Surgeon General declared victory over
infectious diseases. Today, these diseases are still the
leading cause of death in the world, killing more people
than cancer and heart disease combined. Indeed, if current trends continue, "humanity can soon expect an epidemic of epidemics." Since 1973, at least 30 previously
unknown diseases have made their debut, and several of
the world's most lethal microbes have mounted dangerous
counterattacks against antibiotics and other drugs. Both
the complexity and diversity of natural ecosystems serve
to keep infectious organisms and disease vectors in check.
Disturbing these ecosystems creates new opportunities for
bacteria and viruses to evolve and spread. Human interference with the natural flow of freshwater systems
accelerates the spread of infectious disease by serving as
breeding areas for mosquitoes. Water pollution can spark
outbreaks of cholera and dysentery. Distances once rarely
traversed within the life-span of a microbe are now
covered routinely and easily in a day thanks to expanded
air travel, new roads cutting through wilderness areas,
and greatly increased trade. "With another 3 to 5 billion
people likely to be added to the world's population by
2050, and human-induced climate change already being
detected by scientists, the current crisis in infectious
disease is almost certain to deepen." Our best defenses are
prevention, informed action based on awareness of human
susceptibility, and modifying development policies to
minimize disruptive land use. The price of failing to
understand these links is rising health care costs and
living in fear.
(infectious diseases increasing)
96-417
The Risk In a 'Cure' for AIDS, Gabriel Rotello, The New
York Times (Op-Ed), Sun, 14 July 1996, E17.
Author of Sexual Ecology: AIDS and the Destiny of
Gay Men (NAL-Dutton, Nov 1996/$23.95pb) notes that
researchers at the 1996 International AIDS Conference in
Vancouver have announced the first glimmers of hope in
treating HIV infection. When new drugs called protease
inhibitors are used with other drugs commonly used for
AIDS, they can virtually erase HIV from the blood of
many infected people. But this triumph of medicine is a
mixed blessing for medical ecology. Indeed, it could render
the AIDS epidemic more intractable than it already is.
Consider three facts: 1) HIV mutates more quickly than
any other known virus, and strains have evolved that
evade every drug; 2) the new combination therapies are
very expensive and difficult to take; 3) AIDS prevention
efforts have faltered, and the gay male population is
undergoing a "second wave" of infections. Thus a "nightmarish scenario" circulating among scientists: as the new
drugs become available, many individuals won't maintain
the strict regimen and will develop multiple-drug-resistant HIV; at the same time, governments worldwide
may relax prevention efforts, with many people drifting
back to a lifestyle of unprotected sex with multiple
partners. We thus might end up with a super-epidemic.
"Ultimately, despite our best efforts, multiple-drugresistant HIV will almost certainly develop." [ALSO SEE:
AIDS Now a Disease of the Poor by Jack Freeman
(Earth Times, 15-30 July 1996, 7-12) a lengthy report from
the .Vancouver AIDS conference on the recurrent theme
that the AIDS pandemic is increasingly driven by poverty
and lack of development. Several speakers stressed that
90% of HIV/AIDS infections are in the developing

