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indeed outside our direct control.
Determinism completely discounts free
will, a fatal - as far as individualism
is concerned - oversight.
Individualists see heredity and environment as factors that impact on
social behavior but do not in and of
themselves cause it. If poverty causes
violence, then the Great Depression
would have had far more random violence. then in America today - of
course, such was not the case. If factors
like poverty, racism, single parents
households and childhood neglect and
abuse caused crime, then everyone
who suffered such exigencies would be
expected to resort to criminal behavior
and they do not.
.
The ascendancy of determinism over
the second half of this century has fundamentally changed the way our coun-

try's laws have thought of and dealt
with criminal behavior. With the shift
in view from individual accountability
to national or social accountability, the
risks of criminal behavior were diminished. In his opening essay, "Criminal
Responsibility," Mr. Bidinotto details
the effects of these lowered risks. With
advent of the 1960s in general and
Ramsey Clark's landmark book, Crime
in America, in particular, violence literally exploded in America. In pre-determinist 1960 America, there were 16
violent crimes per 100,000 people, by
1972 there were 401 per 100,000 and
by 1991 there were 771 violent crimes
per 100,000 people. In contrast, while
there were some 212,000 prison
inmates in 1960 America (pop. approx.
160 million), there were 196,000
inmates in 1972 America (population

Criminal Justice? is a remarkable
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and timely collection of essays. Of the
18 offerings, Robert Bidinotto has
penned five, while the other 13 are collected from a wide variety of writers,
including David Kelley, professor of
philosophy and cognitive science at
Vassar and Brandeis Universities and
the founder of the Institute for
Objectivist Studies in Poughkeepsie,
New York; Ralph Adam Fine, a circuit
court judge on the Wisconsin Court of
Appeals; and Mary Kate Cole, a former congressional aide and speech
writer for George Bush.
Robert Bidinotto bases his own convictions of crime and punishment on
Western ethics - the Judea-Christian
morality that sees the human race as an
end in and of itself. In this view, individuals cannot be used as a means to
an end by other people or organizations. Since all governments tend to
see the individual as the means to any
number of its own ends- such as "the
greater good," "the common good"
and "the future of our nation" - the
view of individuals as ends in and of
themselves becomes increasingly alien
to the state.
Most of the essays in Criminal
Justice ? hinge on the debate between
the two fundamentally opposed
philosophies of determinism and individualism. Determinism has held sway,
at least in terms of public policy, for
the last three decades. Determinism
postulates that our social behaviors are
a function of causes outside our personal control. There is both environmentalist (our actions are a function of
our environments) and biological (our
genes determine our behaviors) determinism, as both of these factors are
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approx. 195 million).
The results of this failed experiment
are all too evident; to say our criminal
justice system has been reluctant to
acknowledge this failure is a gross
understatement. Consider that the New
York State criminal justice system's
motto remains "Our inmates are sent
here as punishment, not for purushment." (emphasis added)
Criminal Justice? is an excellent col. lection, from Lee Coleman's critique
of the insanity defense to Ralph Adam
Fine's indictment of plea bargaining
and Kelley's extraordinary "Stalking
the Criminal Mind." The core that runs
through this work is the individualist
approach to crime and punishment.
Virtually every problematic aspect of
America's criminal justice system is
examined, from "Basic Myths About
Criminals" (Stanton Samenow) to
"The Case for More Incarceration"
(Office of Policy Development, U.S.
Dept. of Justice). Alongside this powerful array of thought-provoking commentary, Bidinotto offers up four of his
own impressive analyzes: "Criminal
Responsibility," "Subverting Justice,"
"Crime and Moral Retribution" and
"Restoring Responsibility."
If you believe in the individualist ethic, this is very powerful reading; if you
do not, this collection may well change
your mind. The questions addressed
here will dominate the debate over
criminal justice for the foreseeable
future. Criminal Justice? is a mustread for anyone truly concerned with
crime, punishment and the future of
liberty in America.

Jewel Diamond Taylor
Author of Success Gems

Book Review by Mary Wertz
eading Jewel Diamond Taylor's book
is like closing your eyes and riding on
a magical carpet to a fantastical land of
carefree bliss. That is the nudging of this
130 page book billed as "your personal
motivational success guide." Jewel
Diamond Taylor. Her name and gemstone
analogies are both gifts from her jeweler
father. When he passed, Ms. Taylor became
fascinated with his work in precious stones.
Combining this foundation with her training in the behavioral sciences plus her
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career as a motivational speaker and you
come up with "pearls of wisdom" compiled
in a treasure chest of positive affirmations,
stories, poems and quotations.
Her work is a blend of mysticism, folktales and pop psychology. It is long on affirmations but short on the reality of making it
all happen. "Hard work" are two words that
do not show up nearly enough in a book
whose cover is comprised of gem stones but
no thorns, thistles or obstacles to overcome-all very pretty, to be sure, but still a
handful of empty glitters.
Success Gems' soul comes from years of
work Taylor has done to "uplift broken
women." But the book leaves no doubt there
is little advice for men who may be as broken in spirit as their female counterparts.
Some "pearls of wisdom" from her book
include: Don't live your life by chance.
Choices meditated and acted upon can create a rewarding and fulfilling lifestyle.
She stresses that success and well being
spring from physical, mental and spiritual
health. "Honoring your sacred self means
giving your body the food, exercise and rest
it needs. It means listening to your feelings
and asking others for what you deserve without feeling guilty." But here Taylor shows all
that glitters may just be paste: she makes no
critical analysis about the key word deserve,
leaving an unacceptable ambiguity between
what is "reward" and what is "indulgence."
Another aggregeous error is her call for
"honoring your sacred self." For most people, the "sacred self' is the soul, but Taylor's
suggestions for "honoring" it are all physical
-as if food, clothing and feelings have any
real bearing on the deeper principles of
being like Truth, Patience, Determination,
Insight and Love.
Ms. Taylor has been touring the U.S. giving conferences annually for the last four
years with other motivational speakers and
writers such as Maya Angelou, Ruby Dee,
Iyanla Vanzant and many others. Part of her
work includes a "Rite Of Passage" workshop:
"We invite young ladies from elementary
school all the way up to high school. They
are in seclusion for three days with their
elders and learn everything about college
preparation, their sexuality, their roles in the
community. They learn about self-empowerment. It's a very emotional experience usually we have 60 to 90 young girls that
march out the last day of the conference and
they've just been transformed. They'd
walked in with pants hanging, complete with
attitudes. They march out with pride,
wrapped in African garb and ready for womanhood." With Taylor's "gems" in their hope
chests, they will also need a lot of luck.
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