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To the Resolute
Assuming equal know-how, he who
believes he can sink a putt or
make a go of anything will excel
those of little faith. Believers
prevail where doubters fail!

The Will to Prevail
derives its characteristics from the people
who comprise it. The ideas and actions of individual citizens determine whether or not a society will
endure, and to what heights it will rise. How is it presently with the people of these United States? They
fall, it seems to me, into four broad categories.
First, the No-thinks: the large mass of people who
do no thinking for themselves. At best, they are followers of one ideology or another.
Second, the Over-thinks: the few who behave as
gods, not as men. These, according to the late C. S.
Lewis, are not bad men but, rather, not men at all in
the old sense: "They are, if you like, men who have
sacrificed their own share in traditional humanity in
order to devote themselves to the task of deciding
what 'Humanity' shall henceforth mean."
Third, the thousands of potentially capable individuals who have given up the ghost.
And last, the Remnant: the few who do think for
themselves, who behave as men, not as gods, and who
have not thrown in the sponge.'
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There is no need to stress the importance I attach to
those who constitute the Remnant. Yet, if we are honest
with ourselves, we must question even their capacity
to cope with the present situation. The Remnant needs
help; and this is to be found, if at all, in the third category, among the thousands who have fallen by the wayside or are about to do so. For these are the ones so
intelligent that they clearly see the fiscal and social
trouble we are in. Paradoxically, this same intelligence
which makes them valuable to the Remnant accounts,
also, for their becoming dropouts. The explanation is
this: they see so deeply into the complexities of our
muddled political economy that they cannot figure out
how to unscramble it.

Never Say Die
I insist that this is not a sufficient reason for surrender. Getting out of the mess we are in does not require that anyone see in advance the way out of it.
Knowing precisely how to put this Humpty Dumpty
back together again is neither possible nor necessary.
The Remnant needs seers, but no one has to be a seeit-all. The human record is studded with accomplishments that outrun any preceding plans, and human
6

cooperation achieves ends that no one man could possibly envision.
The following doggerel may help with my point:
There lived two frogs, so I've been told,
In a quiet wayside pool;
And one of these frogs was a blamed bright frog,
But the other frog was a fool.
Now a farmer man with a big milk-can
Was wont to pass that way;
And he used to stop and add a drop
Of the aqua pura, they say.
And it chanced one morn in the early dawn
When the farmer's sight was dim,
He scooped those frogs in the water he dipped,
Which same was a joke on him.
The fool frog sank in the swashing tank,
As the farmer bumped to town.
But the smart frog flew like a tugboat screw,
And he swore he'd not go down.
So he kicked and splashed and he slammed and thrashed,
And he kept on top through all;
And he churned that milk in first-class shape
In a great big butter ball.'

What strength of character can we assign to the
bright frog? Only this: Never say die! That frog could
not guess what would save his life. He knew less about
butter-making than I do about Creation, if that is possible. He did not know what form his salvation would
2

Extracted from "Story of a Kicker," by Holman F. Day.
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take, nor even that he would be saved. But he did have
the proper spirit; that is, he had the will to prevail. He
was only that bright; no more!

From Darkness to Dawn
Like those frogs, we are in trouble; and many of us
know it. We also are like the frogs in that no one has
the foreSight to visualize the form salvation will take;
we are no more clairvoyant than they. When we get it
into our heads that there can be no turn-about unless
we can imagine the form it will take, we are as lost as
the fool frog. But when we develop or retain the will to
prevail, then our "butter ball," the unimaginable, becomes at least a pOSSibility. The evolutionary scheme
for man assuredly does not hinge on saving the quitters; only the bright ones carryon.
How dark and dim the prospect has nothing to do
with the matter. Many a day 1ws been darker t1wn this.
Turn back to the land of Sumer, classically known as
Babylonia-today's Iraq-at the very beginning of recorded history:
Its climate is exceedingly hot and dry, and its soil, left to
itself, is arid, Wind-swept, and unproductive ... no min-
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erals whatever and almost no stone ... no trees for timber
. . . a region with "the hand of God against it," an unpromising land seemingly doomed to poverty and desolation.

How could the prospects be darker? Yet, observe what
happened:
But the people that inhabited [this land], the Sumerians,
were endowed with an unusually creative intellect and a
venturesome resolute spirit . . . they turned Sumer into a
veritable Garden of Eden. s

The people who lived in the land of Sumer some
7,000 years ago had no idea what wonders lay in store
for their progeny. But, they were a resolute people.
Further:
The Sumerian was deeply conscious of his personal rights
and resented any encroachment on them, whether by his
king, his superior, or his equal. No wonder that the
Sumerians were the first to compile laws and law codes, to
put everything down in "black and white" in order to avoid
misunderstanding, misrepresentation, and arbitrariness. 4

Eventually, this first great civilization fell so flat that
for a period of 2,000 years no one even knew of its
existence. History, however, is punctuated with darkness-to-light epochs-from Athens to America. In no
instance was anyone able to foresee the enlightenment
S Extracted from The Sumeria1l8, Their History, Culture, and
Character by Samuel Noah Kramer. Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1963, p. 3.
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that lay ahead. But we can be certain of one thing: No
enlightened era ever came out of a population of quitters! The rewards have always gone to the resolute, to
those who never say die, to those with the will to prevail.

Great Is the Challenge
Were Oswald Spengler alive today he would say that
what's happening to America is to be expected. For he
held to the theory that civilizations are born, pass
through childhood and adolescence into maturity and,
like all organisms, grow old, wither, and die. In short,
they rise, level off, up-end, decline and fall, and become
relics.
Arnold Toynbee takes exception to this theory of
history. He insists that the fall is not inevitable, no matter how high the civilization has risen. A civilization
can continue to thrive as long as the people will face
and master the challenges peculiar to their time and
situation. All challenges are unique; they do not come
in carbon copies-ever!
With respect to this Single point, I am on Toynbee's
side. We need not decline and fall, as did the Roman
Empire. Such a fate is for fool frogs. However, if we
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pin our hopes of societal survival on a form of salvation we can blueprint, that is, if we refuse to play the
game of life unless we can foresee how Creation will
work its wonders, we are doomed; Spengler, turning
over in his grave, might remark, "I told you so." So, let
us acknowledge the obvious: we cannot foresee the
unimaginable.

Knowing the Problem
Progress has its origin in insight, not foresight. Penicillin, for example, was not foreseen. Thousands of
medical students, over the years, failed to develop a certain culture, and were graded zero for their pains.
Then came a student who observed under his microscope precisely what all the failing students had seen:
a ring of mold surrounding the undeveloped culture.
A question flashed to mind, "Might not this mold explain why my culture does not develop?" That mold
was penicillin; that question was insight.
Observe how nicely lighted is your room. This kind
of illumination was not foreseen before Thomas Alva
Edison had his idea relating to electric lights. That
idea was insight. When asked from whence came all of
his ideas, Edison replied, "I do not know." He did not
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know their source and, assuredly, he could never have
foreseen the ideas before they dawned upon him. Nor
could anyone else!
It is thus that every step in scientific and societal
progress gives the appearance of being fortuitous. As
with Edison's ideas, each step is as if "from out of the
blue." All are unimaginable, unpredictable, unforeseeable, mysterious.
William Cowper, two centuries ago, entitled a poem,
"Light Shining Out of Darkness," and put the mystery
in this memorable verse:
God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants his footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.

Cowper suggests-and my faith says, Wisely-that we
humans have not yet been placed in charge of Creation,
that the Universe continues to be guided by more than
human deSign and reason. Not only are future events
largely beyond the power of our contrivance, they also
are beyond the scope of our imagination. So, let us take
heart, rather than deplore the fact that we cannot foresee the unforeseeable. Let us hearken, not to the voices
of doom, but to the magic of believingl
True, many of today's happenings grievously offend
our libertarian sentiments and convictions. The darkness deepens, causing ever so many to ask: "How possibly can any light shine through it?"
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Look to the Light
But it is the very nature of darkness to enhance the
brilliance of any light! Why does the doctor condition
his eyes to darkness before peering through his fluoroscope? In order to see more clearly the dim shadows
cast on the screen. The deeper the darkness the more
conspicuous is even a tiny light!
There is, thus, a reason why the politico-economic
darkness should not discourage us. Nothing in this situation inhibits the improvement of our own understanding of such matters; to the contrary, this darkness
should serve to stimulate our own awareness and
sharpen our perception. Every advance in awareness is
light.
Darkness, we must remember, has no power against
light. Darkness recedes, retreats, vanishes without resistance as light increases. Rather than be frightened by
darkness, let us take the only rational step there is:
look to our lights!
Our friends who are tempted to weep by the wall
because they cannot see how Humpty Dumpty can
ever be put back together again are asking that light
illuminate tomorrow-a feat that light cannot perform.
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Light has only the power to illuminate the eternal
runv!
Today's darkness is but the shadow of yesterday's
torches burning low and sputtering out. The hope for
luminosity tomorrow depends upon how much we increase our candlepower today. Increase is possible. Indeed, it is a high probability for a resolute people-for
those who have the will to prevail.
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Keeping the Spirit of Liberty Aglow
"Until discovering the works of FEE, I had begun
to question my own convictions; I sensed being
alone with them. Now I know there are many
thousands of us who share libertarian ideas and
ideals."
the tides of socialism are on the rampage
and collectivistic notions are invading the minds
of men in all walks of life, keeping the ideals and the
fires of liberty alive becomes a matter of first importance. For it is only from these embers that the spirit
of liberty can be kindled and relit.
To serve effectively as a refuge and rallying point for
libertarians and their ideas, FEE must:

W

HEN

1. Present the rationale of libertarian ideas and
ideals in their purity, without regard to political
expediency of the moment.
2. Make the case for the perfection of self as
against reforming others.
We can only do our best in these areas, and make
our work available; it is you who will make the appraisals and do the grading.
We will welcome any evidence of your affirmation
-support in whatever form-serving notice that you are
willing to side with FEE in this educational endeavor.
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