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May 10 , 1966

Mr. John W . Hill
Hill and Knowlton , Inc .
150 East 42 Street
New York , New York 10017
Dear John:
When you sent me your wonderful letter of February 8 ,
you were taking off for Saudi Arabia etc . and I never re plied.
I have spoken to you about it since then , but for a busy
man like you to take the trouble to write such a generous
letter about my Foundations of Morality is something that
I ought to be , and am , deeply grateful for .
It was very nice seeing you and Elena the other night .
With every good wish ,
Cordially,
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HILL AND KNOWLTON, INc .
Puh!t"c Relalz.o ns Counsel
150 E.A.ST FORTY- SECOND STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017
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Cha,·rman

February 8, 1966

Mr. Henry Haz~~ tt
65 Drum Hil l Road
Wilton, Connecticut
Dear Harry:
On the verge of taking off for a few weeks with Elena
for Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Marrocco, etc. I am writing to tell
you about a mistake I made on my recent trip to Jamaica and
Puerto Rico.
I had hoped to relax in the sun and devote myself
assiduously to a non-thinking existence. The mistake was in
taking along your birthday gift to me, " Foundations of Morality. "
I defy anyone to read this work and not think.
I was absolutely fascinated with it and am taking it
with me on the new trip for further study. I guess one of the
reasons I think it is a great book is that I agree with most all
of your conclusions, although, of course, I could not communicate
them with your skill and clarity.
I like the way you flatten out scores of pompous theories
with withering ridicule and logic . I started thinking about this
whole subject of ethics when I was about twenty and dipped into
Herbert Spencer, John Stuart Mill and others.

Harry, I think you have written a fine book of great
value.
Looking forward to seeing you when I return .
regards to Frances.
With every good wish.
Sincerely,

~~

John W. Hill
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My kindest

••

March 25 , 1966

Dr. C. J. Ducasse
Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus
Depa1·tment of Pniiosophy
Do)(; 1850

Brown University
?L'ovidence 12, ithode Island
Dear Dr. Duc.a6 se:
I am

dcligh~ed

by yvu:.: kind word about my ?cunda.tionc of
Moral~ty . And oi cour~e 1 :n."'l deligi1ted to know of the extent of our agreement.

I am very happy to have the papars that you oent. I expect
to start studying them promptly and to be writing you sooiJ.
again.
Meanwhile, I want to tell you how deeply I appreciate your
thoughtfulness in writing.
Sincerely,

HH:lgd

BROWN UN'IVERSITY
PROVIDENCE 12, RHODE ISLAND
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

Box 1880
March 17, 1966

Mr. Henry Hazlitt

Newsweek, 444 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022
Dear Mr. Hazlit t:
When, in Newsweek for last October 20, I read Mr. Moley 's statement that you had recently published a book, The Foundations of Morality,
I had the Brown University Library put in a copy of it. I have gone over
it since then with great interest, for I have long read yaur columns in
Newsweek with keen appreciation of their objectivity and sanity, as compared with the irresponsible policies of our Government these days.
I am tickled to see your defense of Bentham and of hedonism; for
in my lectures on Ethics I have occasionally pointed out that the persons
who call hedonism a pig philosophy are thereby only giving a piece of
unconscious testimony as to the kinds of sources of pleasure the word
"pleasure 11 brings to their minds l
Your chapter on Morals ani Manners is excellent, ani so is the one
on Traffic Rules and Moral Rules. I have myself often used the example of
traffic rules to illustrate the fact that although some particular custom
may be better than some particular other, nevertheless existence of some
custom is better than absence of any. And that I am in agreement with
your chapter on Free Will ani Determinism 'Will be evident if you glance
at the passages I have marked on the enclosed offprint of a short article
of mine, "Knowing the Future. 11
The remarks as to the four kinds of codes of conduct, on pp.128-9
of the also enclosed offprint of "Concerning the Logical Status of the
Criteria of Morality" may be of some interest. Incidentally, the passage
in the middle of p. 129 of this offprint -- concerning moral commanis by
animals to other animals and to men, will indicate that I look forward to
the forthcoming book on The Morality of Animals by Frances Kanes Hazlitt.
As regards Morality and Religion, I am in essential agreement with
what you write, though I did not find in the book any definition of Religion in general. The definition of it for which I have argued (which is
in terms of the social and of the personal function of religion, p.1)0 ff.
of my A Philosophical Scruti~ of Religion) concerns the psychological
support which religion gives to a religious .person for conducting himself
morally; but does not define morality in terms of religion.
In connection with the quotation from VDnMises on p. 351 of your
book, you ~ght be interested to look up, if you do not already know it,
the recently published book, The Passover Plot, by Hugh . J. Schonfield
(pub. Hutchinson & Co. Lorrlon ani N.Y.) ani his translation of the New
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Testament, The Authentic New Testament (Mentor paperback MD215)
Incidentally, your column on "How New is Inflation?" (in the
same issue of Newsweek as Moley's mention of your book) and others of
your columns~have made me wish that I could vote for you, instead of
just against Johnson, at the next election!
Sincerely yours,

t-~

C.J.Ducasse
Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus
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215 N. 36th Street (1-A)
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104
October 27, 196 7

D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc.
120 Alexander Street
Princeton, New Jersey
Gentlemen:
most irritating
Henry Hazlitt'
book. Ironically, he igno
r o
an ethics of
punctuation. Every page is sprinkled with words in quotation
marks or italicized or both until the method loses all potentency
or relevance--and the law of diminishing returns operates here
also. This book must have been a typesetter's nightmare! The
format is so distracting that it vitiates interest in the subject
matter.
There are arbitrary categorizations by capitalization
and the overuse and exclusive use of must instead of an occasional
should is dictatorial and arouses antagonism.
He plays with
words to prolixity --and that constant encasing of words in
quotation marks, as if he doesn't know what he does mean, is
naive.
Sincerely,

I

ADD REVIEWS OF "THE FOUNDATIONS OF MORALITY"

by Henry Hazlitt
This book is an impressive achievement. • •• Lucidly written •
• •

it offers us a true panorama of the various efforts to establish

a system of morals on a rational foundation. • • •

It is impossible

within the frame of a short review to offer the reader a comprehensive
picture of this book.

The seventh chapter, "Long Run vs. Short Run",

is a most important key to the main argument. • •• Contains a brilliant
defense of free enterprise.

As a preliminary crowning of Mr. Hazlitt's

labors, one must wish it every imaginable success. -- Erik von Kuehnelt-Leddihn in National Review,

Jan. 12, 1965.

'

Henry Hazlitt
The Carolton
400 MILL PLAIN ROAD

FAIRFIELD, CONN. 06430

January 6, 1988
Mario J. Rizzo
Assoc. Prof. of Economics
New York University
269 Mercer St. 7th Floor
New York, NY 10003
Dear Mr. Rizzo,
I am delighted to give you my permission to make about ten
xerox copies of my book, The Foundations of Morality, for the
use of your students.

Thanks for your kind remarks about it.
Sincerely,
f.
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New York University

A private university in the public service

Faculty of Arts and Science
Department of Economics
269 Mercer Street, 7th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10003
Telephone: (212) 998-8900

December 11, 1987

Mr . Henry Hazlitt
Carolton 400
Mill Plain Road
Fairfield, CT 06430
Dear Mr. Hazlitt:
Next semester I shall be teaching a course entitled, "Ethics and
Economics . " I would very much like to assign your book, The Foundations of
Morality, as a required reading. Unfortunately, the book is out of print . I
am under the impression that you are the owner of the copyright . If this is
correct, I would like to have your permission to make about 10 xerox copies of
the book for the use of my students. They would be charged only for the cost
of the copying the book .
I have very much enjoyed your book and found it extremely profitable .
I hope it will be reprinted in the near future.
Sincerely,

~_;.-~~
Mario J. Rizzo
Associate Professor
of Economics

