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Mr . Leonard E. Read, President 
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Irvington-on-Hudson, New York 

Dear Leonard: 

E. B. FASSEL. DAVENPORT 
ALUMINUM CO. OF AMERICA 

H. C. THOMPSON, ROCK ISLAND 
BJRTMAN ELECTRIC COMPANY 

November 12, 1952 

I have just received a cop e Field Glass 11 with Mr . McBain's state-
ment which we discussed briefly hen ou were here. I have an idea or two as 
to the lack of response. In th ir t place, I agree with you in your No. 1 
as listed on your letter because . he fourth paragraph of Mr. McBain's 
statement the first reading does bring out clearly that the reader should 
feel free to drop a note to I4r . in immediately requesting future publica-
tions of interest. I also have eling tr~t part of the first paragraph 
may have had the effect of causing he reader to be a bit suspicious of the 
motive. The reference to 11 invasion f business activity 11 seems to be the 
primary concern of Mr . McBain in th s letter and not t~e all-important general 
loss of freedom . It is entirely po si 1P that in previous comments to the 
people of Field's, Mr . McBain has is broad interests sufficiently clear , 
but I do believe that there is aver finite possibility that some would say 
to themselves 11well here is another o of these big business fellows \'lho wants 
a clear track so that he can follow any business policies he cares to 11 • If the 
invasion of business activity had been the last factor mentioned in this para­
graph instead of the first, the impression might have been better . 

These are my conclusions for what they are \I'Orth. 

CWA:aqr 

Cordially yours, 

C. W. Anderson 
Executive Vice President 



November 17, 1952· 

Mr. C. W. Anderson, Exec. V ~P • 
. Associated Industries of Quad Cities 
212 - 19th Street 
Rock Island, mtnols 

Dear Chet: 

The attached let~er from my·old friend, Burt 
Peek, is self-explanatory. It is in response to an 
tdentlcallett~r sent to you-- the one with which I 
enclosed a copy of "Isaiah's lob." 

As I have told you on prenous occasions, · 
Deere and Company bas never supported the· Foun­
dation, although I am pr:etty certain quite a number 
of their ~xecutive group know abOut and feel kindly 
toward our work. · 

1 wonder if you can give me any advice about 
Messrs. Cook, Kennedy, .and Block. Bow, tn y~ur 
opinion, should I approach them -- if at all? 

My best to you! 

Cordially, 

.. 
· Leonard E. Read 



RSSOGIRTED InDUSTRIES Of THE QURD -CITIES 
' • 212·1Qn< STREET J 
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C. W. ANDERSON 

I!XI!CUTIVI! VICI!•PRI!SIDI!NT 
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THE ASSOCIATED InDUSTRIES Of TH£ QUAD-CITIES 
DAVENPORT, IOWA MOLINE, ILLINOIS 

ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS E A ST MOLINE, IL,LI!'IQI~ 

ALSO BETTENDORF, IOWA AND S ILVIS. 11..1-INOI~ 

Mr. Willard L. Anderaon 
AugustanJJ. College 
Rock Island, Illinoia 

Dear Willard: 

OFFICES AT 

212-19TH STREET 

ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 

TEL.EPI10NE 6-7701 

lfovember 21, 1952 

'· 

I felt much better after re~~v our delaTed reaponae of September 
12th becanae I have two piecea of co~ea ondence that have been gathering 
dust-longer than youra. ~ 

I hope you vil~i'ot mind a'r~ personal r eflectiona because what I 
want to sq requires t~ personal ef erence. 

It vas about s~B._. or ei~ )'ears ago that I oan recall having had 
quite a aerie a ious~ ~na with a close friend of mine on the Btlb-
ject of the~ ctiona of government. He was in favor of strictly limited 
powers, I o broad povfn• to do the thinga that needed doing for t he good of 
all the pe e. By the ~our, we argu.ed back and forth. leedlesa to aay, 
neither of ~were c.o/Jced. of the validity of any of the adversaey1 s points • 

.lbo~ ~-UJMI• I read the book, "Road to Serfdom•, by Y. A. H81'ek, 
the Anstrian ec st who had lived through several collectiviatic develop­
ments in Buropeon governments. Perhapa mw maJor in economica helped, but at 
any rate the logic and reasoning of ~ek caused me to reflect and reconsider 
aome of the opiniona I had formed over a period of several years. :But, I 
had not really changed Jll1' mind. 

During all of ~ formal education and first twelve yeara of busineaa 
experience, tm7 opiniona that I formed aa to the proper i'unctiona of govern­
ment were baaed entirel.,. on pragmatic reasons . Jlaeh new propoaal oalled for 
a new set oftacta and 'log1c1 to arrive at an &naYer. I then had the good 
fortune to find some writings and meet some people whoae approach to thia 
whole question waa based on yeara of deep atudy. Yor the firat time it slowlY' 
began to dawn on me that in this great universe there are some principles of 
conduct, call them natural law or moral law, which are timeleaa and def}r com­
promiaing. 'l!heae 11 l&Y1 11 are aa applicable to me living in a complea modern 



. " 

Mr. Willard t.. 

ODe; \bit ~'P' \ook root, I told \5\ 1D. thea pris¥:1pl$S Val r.:. 
a\ ~•fort but lwo oballen.p. tw a1tuatloa:u~ aA4 porpl.ut=e problau 

Wft no\ U87 '\o S8U\1N agtd.n&t t 1a rardattek. It Wd &lOt alvqc ~-)"to 
detttmi».~ whittlal' 11roposuld gov.,.._t, act1V5-t7 waa rifJlt or '«0~. ~H 
who have •tUttS.ed 8ll4 vol'ked at tbia pb1lono~ tor~ ~an bavo told me 
tha.\ lt 1 uv • ~ o 11 ~~ aNt Q!d'orUng tho lght 1e th 1t 
;you aeofpt t7, iid the b io ftM):r.ttl Iars n'bod1ed 1n thO ts OOE~~a. 

th6 \e~b.l~ of tl'48U Chrlet \baS \be ladlv14ual. 1a lapl"ant. 7ou oaa 
r:o on troa tlltW vith theae p1"1no1plea to •a your own il$1'&otte.l J~ont oa 
coYt.rnMnt v 11 lldl vtdud t1 • -

t do not bel i e h&t t v~t eboUl.d ;pG!'tQJ'Ii ~ 
1\mcU.onrt t tndivtdULUe or Ulatttut1o?Ua tdll il&t or C&"l..'l~t ~rtom &?:\1~ 
to dettlnd he ~ple int\ rtolena • Aaoor.Ung to ~ undare,andt~ of 

hou llalt \ r.te 111 , 1t 1& ~ust 'll'rOn& to a teal trom me ey ta:a.t1on. to 
!l!ld. d on he U.Hmlrt. n1V$J' w o? ths :uoblest onneli. a tt i'G to Ao lt 

with o TtN. r.t i vrt~~. I ~lil. bave to Ohan,:ce rq 4&t1nUton ,f that 
\o so:crih1it= U.!m •the \&~ h~m enothil:r JiftSOn, e:atna1i hls Vi t. of ~--
tbt ~ed e.u4 baa Ohoaan 'o ke , o:r vhtGh hca COl!l~ 1nto b1u 
l}Oitctae1on ey volunttrn o~ o,_, lUU.\IiJ.-,r 1.:'1V1Jl&!-~\ t::z ... ~U{ 
,~w:·· 

~ out ~ "'V ·• botn thoae vba "~:)t-.,a \o ~aw 
bette thlt:l the J>l• th*tel.Y~s Yb.A\ '-* bed 'to? 11~. hew \hi!f!' •'he'illd 
spend tiuJl' on.sy. hat "e.l'etus itl the et\• elloul.d. be evelopod vttl:i thel\" 

oAey mr tset ib;r orca. i bel1e¥e hat aou.c tba" 'hiDe-.. 1a tb te w r '\1 
aoral.t, vt'DM• l'lw &eono!lio a:'lyr~ or~ 1s inUoat3• th!tt ti'.:lere tlt~~ 
ia oonmuc friMtdo • c:r:pl\al Will 'flt:n t~ dwslop thollo ~al -wn.rs \~a 1• 
a oeeibi1U7 of ;cdt!ilg a re1ml"n CJr ln. othe~ words VliltN it is • ~o~~ 
W...iUi'f!!i• But --~ mOH important tha:: tbis is the v:roa« iii i \ n!lli its tt~a.­
YicU.on \hat od !' :lfttt aeemrplbhld Dl' cnl lae&n~~. HY faith also '•111 
-. thlt.t ap].s o.re lts.sieallJ' 80Mi t~ vtmt to do tbe 1hiD.~ thai !3 l"i~MI 
end morMn!' thq rtt\:mos d~Walop as ebildl-en !141 God sle~• thtt~ hlln tM 
cht)toe o1 doing ~ mt llrOl'!.t;. :n !~ ·~h ~!t .,.h oMioe thi\t tJtr. 
4~'1Pid:!lel8 IJ,rt:ftf !\d bl!'t~a' l!tp1'0'et. ih t t)'Pptlri'Qblett fft!' ~!Jo1tt:; ~ 
lln:nc 'Ud• tbe dlNeU.e ot \bole vh6 kno\1 i 11 bes' tor ~IIR }lenou. 
we ou he:n ~ •'e&ll&tlon ot lD4ln4taal• ln eoetet,. 



Mr. Willard L. Anderaon - 3- l'ovember 21, 1952 

May I guggest that at your leisure you will enJoy Reverend Clincey' a 
and Reverend Opitz 1 s articles which I hav.a encloeed. 

CWA:LK 
Inca. 

Cordiall7, 

C. W. Anderaon 
lxeoutive Vice Preaident 
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lv1r. Leonard E. Bead, President 
Foundation for Economic Education, Inc. 
Irvington-on-Hudson, New York 

Dear Leonard: 

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRES., C. W. ANDERSON 

C. A.. SCHMIDT 
MONTGOMERY ELEVATOR CO. 

C.R. ROBERTS, ROCKISLAND 
ROCK ISLAND BRIDGE & IRON WORKS 

E.B.FASSEL, DAVENPORT 
ALUMINUM CO. OF AMERICA 

H. C. THOMPSON, ROCK ISLAND 
BIRTMAN ELECTRIC COMPANY 

November 25, 1052 

I have your letter of November 17th and tvlr. Peek's letter of Eovember 11th which I am 
returning to you as you urobably need it for your files. It is my understGnding that Mr . 
Edmond Cook is the person in the upper strata of Deere & Company who is most interested in 
the work you are doing. When ~aldy Harper was due to come out here, Jim Rogers talked to 
Mr . Cook and found that he was very agreeable to being a member of the sponsoring committee . 
He told hi~ at that time , that he knew you and was familiar with the work the Eoundation 
~as doing. Therefore, what I would suggest is that if it does not seem awkward to you during 
the next fe\.,r months , drop hr . Cook a line when you send him your publications. I believe he 
is sufficiently interested in your work that from that starting point , he would see that you 
net either i•ir . Kennedy or il-:r . ~lock or perhaps both when you are again in this part of the 
country . You may be assured that if I r..ave any opportunities to do so~ and I do knov.r both "t>r . 
Cook and Mr . Kennedy, I will pave the way as best I can. 

Did you receive my letter of October 2qth with ,.,hich I enclosed a copy of :Bert ketca.lf t s 
tal~? What would you think of our sendin5 a copy of it to ~ill Johnson at Faith and Freedom 
to see if he is interested in printing it . ?erhaps Jim Rogers article also might be inter es­
ting to ]ill, with a little refinement . 

If you did not receive a copy of this letter , I will send you another as I ~~ rather 
curious to know wr..at you think of the e~~lanation which Jim Rogers and I gave to Metcalf and 
Jardine, as outlined in my letter. 

Perhaps on about December 3rd when I will be in ~ew York, I can come up to Irvington 
where we can disc~ss this at greater length if you are there at that time . 

I almost fainted dead away a few mornings ago when I heard on the ne'lrs that two of 
your good friends , Hutchinso~ of Chrysler and ~~ite of Republic Steel, had been mentioned by 
Taft , I believe , for Secretary of Defense, but , of course, this has since been delegated to 
General Motors 1 Wilson . My very best to you. 

CWA:ao_r 
Enc. 

~~lly yours , 

C. W. Anderson 
Executive Vice President 



Mr. C. \\ . Anderson 
Executive Vice P resident 
Associated Industries of the Quad-Cities 
212 - 19th Street 
Rock Island, nunois 

Dear Chet: 

November 28, 1952 

Thanks ever- so much for your note of the 26th and the copy of 
your letter to Willard L. Anderson. I have read it this morning with 
the greatest of interest and appreCiation. Your own evolution in the 
philosophy is not too different from my own. I'm going to pass your 
letter around to Harper and some of the others that they may see it 
too. 

I appreciate. your advices about Mr. Cook of Deere & Company, 
and enclose a copy of the letter I am writing him today. I hope you 
think this is all right. 

1 must apologize for not answering your letter of October 29th 
concerning E. S. Metcalf and Alex Jardine. My only excu~e is that 
the work here has gotten the" best of me, and this is one item I neg­
lected to handle. 1 know I have your forgiveness. At the time of 
receiving it, I asked my associate, Doc Curtiss, to look 1t over, and 
~lso Mr. Metcalf' s speech and give me his comments. Enclosed i~ 
his memo to me. His implled criticism of your sentence has some 
validity. In a way I think I would state the idea, which I believe you 
have in mind, in a different manner, but we can get to that when next 

-we see each other. . 
. . 

Things are so rushed with me at present that I' m going to have 
to leave it to you and 11m Rogers to defend the Foundation with Messrs. 
Metcalf and Jardine with reference to our public school position-- or 
perhaps I should say "my public school position." Any worthwhUe 
answer on that must await the writing of rather a lengthy piece which 
is presently engaging my attention. Perhaps by next spring I shall have 
something to show not only to you, but to them. · 

: 

\Vith reference to Bill1ohnson, why do you not write him directly? 
I t~ink that would be better than were I to write him for you. · 

Reverting back to the public education subject, I think that both 
you and J'im did a good job in explaining our position. I repl~ed to a 



Mr. C. W. Anderson -2- November 28, 1952 

critical question of this sort somewhat in the following manner: "I am 
not advocating anything. As an explanation of this , let us assume that 
the 75 in this room compose the society of the United States. Now let 
us assume that a majority or more of us understand the fallacy of 
rent control. Could there conceivably be rent control in our society? 
I think not. 'Therefore, ·a11 I am trying to do Is to present to. you my 
ideas· that you also may consider them when forming your Judgments 
on dWerent subjects. There is a distinction between advocacy and · 
education." As I read your letter, this is abOut what you and 11m were 
8aytng to our two friends in the educational field. 

1 am taking off from here Sunday and wW not be back in the office 
except on Saturday, December 6th, unW the 15th. Any chance. of your 
coming up here on that Saturday? If not, make it a point to come up 
here anyway and see Harper and the others. Maybe you' ll want to dis­
cuss with Curtiss his memo to me. I'm sorry, Indeed, 11 I must miss 
seeing you. 

My bestl 

Cordlaliy, 

Leonard E. Read 
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January o , 1053 

Mr . Leonard E. Bead , President 
Foundation For Economic Education, Inc . 
Irvington- on- Hudson , Ne,..,. York 

Dear Leonard : 

I t hought you might be interested to kno"~>1 that a fe\>1 of your liber­
tarian friends in Davenport instigated the enclosed statement of nrotest 
to the Davenport Chamber of Commerce . 

l1y best to you . 

C11/A:aqr 
Enc . 

Cordially yours , 

C. '1 . Anderson 
Executive Vice President 


